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On p. 12, note 1, Gordianus is conjectured by the editor to be ' pro-
bably Fabius Claudius Gordianus Fulgentius (468-533), a Benedictine
monk, one of the Latin Fathers'. If Grotius's reference to Code viii.
40.13, had been carefully examined it would have been apparent that the
Gordian here was no monk but a Roman emperor. On p. 15, note 1,
the editor remarks that for a certain statement ' Grotius cires Osorius,
but gives no reference'. If so, why not remedy his omission by giving
it—De rebus gestis Emmanudis Regis Lusitaniae, lib. xl, voL i, coL 1054
in Osorius's Opera Omnia, Borne, 1592 ?

P. 23, L 13, ' quod Cicero dixit: " Sunt autem privata nulla natura ".'
The reference is De officiis, L 7. 21, which should be given also in note 4
on page 25, where the reference is incomplete.

P. 29, L 18, ' unde apud Athenaetun,convivator mare commune esse
dicit, at pisces capientium fieri'. Jfd reference is given. It comes from
Book viii 346 e. But the fish are not said to belong to those who catch
them but to those who have bought them ( iw ivrjonfiimsv).

On p. 34, note 2, Johannes Faber the jurist has been confounded
-with his namesake, the bishop of Vienna.

P. 41, note 1. The full references to Strabo are ii. 118 and xvii. 798.
P. 49, note 3. Gianfrancesco Balbi is here said to have been a ' juris-

consult at Muentz-hof'. This last statement seems to be due to a mistake
in reading Jocher's Gelekrten-Lexicon, or some other work of reference.
Jocher styles Joh. Franciscus Balbus a ' JCtus und koniglich-frantzosischer
Advocat im (not in) Mfintz-Hofe ' (? Cour des monnaies).

P. 63, note 8, Grotius, after quoting from Seneca,' quae emeris, vendere;
gentium ius est ' , adds the marginal reference, 'De benejiciis, v.8 ' . The
editor's comment i s ' Not a quotation, but a summing up of the chapter'.
But the Latin is a quotation: see De bentficiis, i. 9, 4.

P. 73,1. 14, ' quod et Alexander Imperator ita expressit'. The Greek
quotation here introduced, for which no reference is given, comes from
Herodian, vL 3. 4, Alexander being, of course, the Emperor Alexander
Severus.

Without in any way underrating the usefulness of this book or the
amount of work put into it by Mr. Magoffin, it must be acknowledged
that, before there is a second edition, translation and notes alike ought
to be submitted to a- searching revision. EDWABD BESSLY.

British Foreign Policy in Europe to the End of the Nineteenth Century. By
H. E. EGEBTON. (London : MacmiHan, 1917.)

THIS little volume is, to quote the words of its-author, a modest attempt
to answer the practical question, how much of truth there is in the charge
so often made by German publicists and historians that the past history
of British foreign policy has been conspicuous for its display of perfidy
and unscrupulousness. Its object is ' to mara^l the evidence by which
it can be shown that, whilst British statesmen may often have been
mistaken and wrong-headed, the policy of the country, on the whole,
has been singularly honest and straightforward '. Its appearance is cer-
tainly timely ; for the campaign of German calumny against this country,
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directed to the loosening of the bonds between us and our allies, has
never been conducted with more thoroughness, or with a more cynical
disregard for truth, than at the present time. And to meet this unscru-
pulous campaign English apologists have hitherto had no very readily
accessible armoury of arguments. Our historical literature is rich in
memoirs of particular statesmen; various aspects of our foreign policy
have been adequately dealt with in special treatises ; but certainly ' there
was room for a book which, by dealing with British foreign policy, apart
from a narrative of events, should endeavour to put forward the views
of past British statesmen' in such a way as to bring out clearly the prin-
ciples by which this policy has been consistently directed. Such a book,
published at such a time, might easily incur the suspicion of being tendentios.
It is greatly to the credit of Professor Egerton that he has avoided this
vice, characteristic of German historians, and that he has given us, not
a panegyric of British statesmanship, but a careful historical study in
which no attempt has been made to disguise the motives, commendable
or the reverse, by which it has been actuated.

The charge most generally brought against us is that our foreign
policy has been inspired by the meanest motives of' commercial egoism',
and that, in this as in previous wars, we deliberately stirred up strife on
the Continent in order to be able to fish in troubled watera. This absurd
accusation should, once and for all, be refuted by the evidence collected
in this single volume. Mr. Egerton makes no claim for any peculiarly
lofty disinterestedness in the British statesmanship of the past; he
maintains, rightly, that the statesman is in the first instance the trustee
of the interests of his own country ; and, from the point of view of the
world at large, the foreign policy of England should be judged solely by
the degree to which, in pursuing her own interests, she has recognized
that these are in the long run intimately bound up with those of the
community of nations of which she forms a part. The fact of this recog-
nition, for nigh on three centuries past, is clearly brought out in Mr.
Egerton's book. When, during the Luxemburg crisis, Queen Victoria
spoke of England as ' a Power who, above all others, can have no ambitious
views of her own, nor any interest but in the preservation of peace ', she
was but echoing words which had been repeated over and over again by
British statesmen during the preceding hundred years. The principle of
preserving the balance of power on the continent, which, from 1688 till
the second half of the nineteenth century, governed the foreign policy
of Great Britain, and led us into war with the Powers—Louis XTV, revolu-
tionary France, Napoleon—who sought to overthrow it, was a principle
directed solely to the preservation of peace on the basis of a just equili-
brium. Our interests dictated to us that we should suffer no one Power
to give the law to the Continent, but in this our interests marched with
those of every state whose liberties and rights were threatened. There
was no hypocrisy in the claim that England was the guardian of the free-
dom of Europe, a claim at one time universally admitted, and by no
means compromised by the fact that we sought our compensations in
the world beyond the ocean. If later on, when the principle of the
balance of power was subordinated to a natural sympathy with
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aspirations among the continental peoples, the charge of hypocrisy could
be brought with greater weight, this was because our statesmen' adopted
the grand manner, without having behind them grand armies'. Mr.
Egerton, in words not a whit too bitter, castigates this attitude in the case
of Lord John Russell's luckless intervention is the affairs of Poland:

To blaster and then give in; to excite ferrent hopes and then to disappoint
them; to threaten and then to bow meekly before a note of warning—such wa»
British foreign policy as practised by men whose minds lived in the spacious days of
British predominance, bat whose military estimates were, to a great extent, regulated
by Mr. Gladstone.

This attitude was certainly not deliberately hypocritical; it was due
rather to a consciousness on the part of British statesmen of their own
fidelity to the fading conception of international obligation as defined
in treaties, and to their simple belief in the effectiveness of merely moral
sanctions. I t was due also to their conviction that the interests of Great
Britain demanded peace above all things. More than twenty years
after the fiasco of Russell's intervention on behalf of the Poles, Lord
Salisbury once more denned the aims of British foreign policy as ' a policy
of peace':

To retain things as they are in Europe and the Mediterranean, that is oar policy
. . . bat in order that peace should prevail, there was need of two things: first, that
each individual nation should be willing to agree to a policy of give and take, and
secondly, that the Concert of Europe should be a reality.

As for the reality of the Concert of Europe and the character of Great
Britain's part in it during the greater part of the nineteenth century, the
truSh cannot be better summed up than in a passage quoted by Mr.
Egerion from a letter of Lord Malmesbury to Disraeli ' England', he
wrote,' always acts de bonne fox in these cases, and therefore has the dis-
advantage of being like a respectable clergyman, co-trustee with five
horse-dealers.'

In preparing this excellent little work, Mr. Egerton has rightly thought
it unnecessary to call in aid unpublished material. He has, however,
made a wise and discriminating use of ' the amount of authority con-
tained in the printed correspondence and biographies of leading states-
men and diplomats', and his many references to these make his work,
apart from its immediate aim, a most useful index «"iH guide to a vast
mass of published material. But it is to be regretted that the
frequent long quotations from secondary authorities (e. g. Ranke, pp. 46-7)
tend to give the book, quite unnecessarily, "Ehe appearaoce of a mere
compilation, and to diminish in the mind of the ordinary reader the
weight of the quotations—by far the greater number—from original
sources. W. ALISON PHILLIPS.

Gfli Studi storid in Toscana nd seeolo xix. Da AHTONIO PAITELLA. (Bologna:
Zanichelli, 1916.)

Tms little volume will awaken many pleasant memories for older students
of Italian history, and will serve as a guide, almost as a bibliography, for
those of to-day. The author's commission was to chronicle the first half-
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